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Appendix 2 
 
Greater London Authority (GLA) Economics: Long-term Employment Projections to 

2031 
 
Introduction 
 
GLA Economics provides analysis on London’s economy and the economic issues facing 
the capital.  The data and analysis form a basis for the policy and investment decisions 
facing the Mayor of London and the GLA Group. 
 
GLA Economics has published four papers (two technical papers and two working papers) 
that describe its updated employment projections to 2031 and which appeared in the 
recently published Economic Evidence Base.  This forms the evidence base for the Mayor 
of London’s London Plan, Transport Strategy and Economic Development Strategy. 
 
 
Forecasts for London’s Economy 
 
Following a contraction in employment due to the recession, forecasters expect London’s 
employment level to continue to grow over the longer term.  All forecasts assume that by 
2015, at the latest, employment will have recovered to the level observed before the 
recession (2008). 
 
The graph below shows the GLA’s long-term employment projection.  This projection is 
used for planning purposes by the GLA Group and local authorities.  It abstracts short term 
fluctuations and sees employment in London growing to 5.45million by 2031, an increase of 
about 750,000 from 2007 levels. 
 
 
The GLA Long-run Employment Projection to 2031  

 
Source: GLA Economics Working Paper 38 

 



This employment growth is projected to be driven primarily by the business services sector. 
Other sectors projected to experience significant growth over the next two decades or so 
are other services (which includes areas such as media, recreation and leisure for example) 
and hotels and restaurants. More modest employment growth is projected to be 
experienced by financial services, retail, and health and education.  All other sectors are 
forecast to lose employment with particularly significant falls in employment in 
manufacturing.  
 
 
Employment Projections by Borough to 2031 
 
The GLA adopts a triangulation approach to borough employment projections which 
incorporates three projections (trend-based, accessibility based and capacity based) to 
yield the borough employment projections used in the London Plan.    
 

 
 
Source: Working Paper 39, Borough Employment Projections to 2031 

 
 
Employment in Bromley is projected to decrease from 131,000 in 2007 to 129,000 by 2011, 
where it remains the unchanged for 2016 before slightly decreasing to 128,000 in 2021.  In 



2026 the forecast is employment growth to 132,000 and further growth to 137,000 is 
projected for 2031.  
 
 
Further information 
 
Further information on the employment projections to 2031 is available at: 
 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/business-and-
economy/employment-projections-2031 
 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/business-and-
economy/economic-evidence-base-may-2010 
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